A GREAT WATERFRONT RECLAMATION 
AND A NEW PARKWAY 
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There is nothing new in New York, 
at least in the field of physical public 
improvements. Every scheme to relieve 
congestion, noise and strain, and to 
make life run along more smoothly, 
easily and comfortably in our modern 
Bedlam, every program to preserve our 


surroundings and natural advantages, 


and every device to enhance the city's 
beauty, has been thought of before. We do not invent 
creat city plans in these days. We simply discover and 
inherit what others have recommended long ago, and we 
usually refrain from acknowledging our debt to the orig- 
inal authors. 

The West Side Improvement and the Henry Hudson 
Parkway and related improvements are not new. They 
were nol invented by me or by my fellow-workers. On the 
contrary, they reflect the forethought, the enthusiasm and 
the years of effort of scores of citizens, distinguished and 
nameless, selfish and unselfish, practical and visionary, 
most of whom have hy now gone to their reward. Our 


pride ol authorship al most encompasses the larger details. 
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If we make any claim, it is that we have had the gump- 
tion to translate plan into reality. It cannot be said too 
often that what New York needs today is not vision, with 
which we have always been plentifully endowed in the 
past, but elbow grease. 

The West Side Improvement in Riverside Park was 
recommended as far back as 1891 by a Board of Advisory 
Commissioners appointed by the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment in 1890. This special commission was 
headed by William C. Whitney. Its engineer was Leo- 
pold Eidlitz. The report was _ written by Joseph J. 
O'Donoghue. They recommended a sea wall from 72nd 
to 96th Street, the reclamation of Jand under water, the 
building of a traffic road or avenue for commercial and 
general business purposes ten feet above tidewater, with 
a terrace next to this avenue thirty feet above tidewater. 
On the terrace was to be a “perpetual road, eighty feet 
wide, for unrestricted fast driving,” a fifty foot “grand 
equestrian promenade, corresponding in character to 
Rotten Row in London, but in every attraction far su- 
perior. The remaining one hundred feet of the terrace 


was to be “adorned by skillful landscape gardening;” 


the railroad tracks were to be shut out hy a high wall 
secluded by Irees and shrubbery, and there were to be 
several shaded walks. Alone the river there was to be a 
broad walk bountilully planted with choice trees and 
shubbery with comlortable seats and benches where all 
classes ol the communily could “find healthful recourse, 
recreation and combort, with their families, on the sabbath 
day and other days ol holiday, and rest from toil.” The 
report quoles the late Russell Sage as being strong lor 
the driveway, which he said would be “‘a daily show lree 
lo every one, and without any bad surroundings, either.” 

The Commissioners rejected the plea of the Dock 
Department that this part of the waterfront would even- 
tually be required for commercial purposes. They en- 
visioned national objects including a World's Fair, which 
they were sure would sooner or later come to New York 
and in which their Riverside terrace would be the “avenue 
lor all nations,” allording a reviewing stand lor a ““mon- 
ster naval review witnessed by an innumerable assem- 
hlage.” The report rose to heights of real eloquence: 
“There is,” it said, “no such opportunity for development 
possible anywhere within our boundaries, combining so 
many magnificent advantages.” 

The lower West Side Improvement dates much farther 
back than the Riverside plan. In the early days ol steam 
railroads, the New York Central had its terminal at St. 
John’s Park. This terminal is just being demolished, and 
the heroic bronze statue of Commodore Vanderbilt, in a 


splendid overcoat with an astrakhan collar, which was the 


only Conspicuous adornment ol the old station, now 
occupies a niche in the present Grand Central Terminal. 
The railroad tracks ran along Eleventh or Death Ave- 
nue, and were used exclusively lor carrying Ireight alter 
the passenger depot made its first move uplown. Even 
before the Civil War, there were organizations agilaling 
lo remove the tracks from Death Avenue, but generalions 
cl West Side children have erown up with a vivid recol- 
lection of the cowboy with the red llag riding his nag 
ahead of the freight trains and warning people oll the 
tracks. It was not until 1929, alter endless negotiations 
and bickerings, that the West Side Plan was agreed lo. 
In that year the cily through Borough President Miller be- 
gan to construct the elevated highway as a collateral 
project. The West Side Plan called for a new lreight 
station just north ol Canal Street, and the elevation of 
the freight tracks from the 30th Street yards to this sta- 
tion. It also called for depressing the tracks in a tunnel 
between the 30th and 60th Street yards, on an entirely 
new right-ol-way acquired by the railroad, and for the 
railroad to build the express highway over its 60th Strect 
yards to the South end of Riverside Park. In Riverside, 
Fort Washington and Inwood Hill Parks the plan was 
to rool over the tracks and put the extension of the high- 
way on the roof, and to cross the Harlem River on a 
double-deck bridge shared by the highway and the rail- 
road. 

The first appropriation for plans for the Henry Hudson 


Bridge was made in 1904. The land at Spuyten Duyvil 
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THE WEST SIDE IMPROVE- 
MENT FROM THE AIR — 
FALL OF 1934 — WHITE LINE 
INDICATES LIMIT OF NEW 
FILL 


THE WEST SIDE IMPROVEMENT 
HAS RECLAIMED 132 ACRES OF 
LAN) BY BULKEFIEAD AND FILL. 
THE ASSESSED VALUE OF THIS 
LAND IS $23,760,000.00. "THE NEW 
LAND IS EQUAL IN EXTENT TO 
THE AREA OF CENTRAL PARK 
BOUNDED BY CENTRAL PARK 
WEST AND FIFTH AVENUE 
FROM solH STREET TO 68TH 
STREET INCLUSIVE. IT IS ALSO 
EQUIVALENT TO THE FORMER 
ACREAGE OF RIVERSIDE PARK 
FROM 72ND SPREET TO 129TH 
STREET, 


THIS AIR VIEW OF 
SEPT. 15TH SHOWS 
THE SEA WALL 
CONSTRUCTION 
AND ‘THE FILLING 
OPERATION 
PRACTICALLY 
COMPLETE. 
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for the Bronx bridgehead, on which stands the uncom- 
pleted monument to the real navigator, was acquired al 
the time of the Hudson-Fulton Celebration. thirty years 
ago. Then the project languished, and the only conspicu- 
ous reminders which | found in 195-1 were several Ire- 
quently repainted billboards which conveyed loa cynical 
public the dubious information that the existing adminis- 
tration, represented Iby the stalwart enterprise ol Com- 
missioner X, would shortly loss a bridge over the Harlem, 
linking Riverside Drive with the Bronx and the north 
country. The controversial route through Spuylen | Juyvil, 
Riverdale and Van Cortlandt to the Westchester parkway 
syslem, though implied on the billboards. was discreetly 
shrouded in mystery, and there was nol even a hint of 
the West Side Improvement Plan, which. as a matter 
ol fact. lollowed a wholly different and compeling roule 
over the Ship Canal. 

The West Side program came lo an abrupt end at 
the beginning of the depression, and when | got into the 
picture, as head of the consolidated city-wide Park De- 
partment, in January, 1934, the problem was nol merely 
to begin work in the park areas north al 72nd Street and 
lo lie up the West Side with the I lenry Hudson projects 
but also to help lo coordinate and finance the work which 
had slopped downtown. It was all one interwoven finan- 
cial problem, even though the jurisdiction of the Park 
Department began uplown, 

It was necessary lo pick up all the threads and join 


them in one continuous strand. The first problem was lo 
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obtain by an act ol the | egislature a loan of state grade 
crossing money lo the railroad to finance part of its share of 
the cost both uplown and downtown. In the uptown area 
alone, for which the Park Department was responsible, 
many other agencies were involved, city, state and fed- 
eral, not to speak ol the New York Central Railroad. 
There were even more sources of funds than public and 
privale agencies concerned with construction. These 
funds included an old city credit with the railroad, fed- 
eral, state and cily grade crossing moneys, city, street and 
park opening funds raised by assessment, railroad funds, 
money obtained through the sale of bonds ola municipal 
authority, which incidentally was the first sale of construc- 
tion bonds to the public in almost two years, federal and 
stale highway money, cily park funds used for the acqui- 
sition of land, and reliel lands. Keeping track of all of 
these agencies and moneys. coordinating the work and 
expenditures, and driving the project through from the 
south end of Riverside Park to the north end of Van Cort- 
landt Park at the city line has been an interesting if some- 
what wearing task, which though by no means completed, 
can now be halted only by an extraordinary catastrophe 
such as is vasuely and piously referred to by insurance 
brokers as an Act of God. 

The West Side Improvement is a vitally important and 
immediately usable section of a greal marginal waler- 
front improvement, and ils opening serves as an occasion 
nol only for describing this particular section, but also for 


a progress report on construction of the upper roadway, 


andl its approach through Inwood Pill Park. of the Henry 
Hlacdson Bridge. and an acknowledgment of the splendid 
work already done Ihy: other agencies still further south 
loward the Battery. 

In the following paces will be found a more complete 
account ob these improvements for readers who are nol 
terrified by dates and figures. 

To my advisors and associates in this work, whose 
names appear elsewhere in this book, | am proud lo ac- 
knowledee a debt which | hope will be repaid ly the 
vratitude ol the citizens of this city. 


Rosertr Moses 


The above article is a reprint that appeared in the Henry 
I bucdson Parkway booklet published on the occasion of the open- 


ine December bth, 1050. 


The piclttre in tipper right hand corner illustrates “Death 
Avenue al the height ol its glory. 


Lower pic ture—The Eleventh Avenue Cowhoy. 
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LAWNS AND TREES AS COVERING FOR TRACKS: VIEW 
AT 72ND STREET, SEPTEMBER, 1957. SKETCH AT RIGHT 
MADE PRIOR TO START OF CONSTRUCTION. 1935. 


PROGRESS 


A RAILROAD between New York and Albany, lo connect New York, through the rapidly growing chain of railroads 
west ol Albany. with the rich Western interior, was a necessity il New York was to maintain ils supremacy—this was evident 
lo progressive cilizens ol New York City as early as 1835, when railroads were building westward from rival Atlantic ports; 
and several fruitless allempts to build such a railroad were made. 

Pear ol the strong | liucdson steamboat compctilion made financing ol a new railroad difficult, but. led by James Boorman, 
the Pludson River Railroad Company was organized in 1817, and in four and one-half busy years financed, built, and pul in 
operation, a complete double-track railroad between downtown New York and Albany. Construction technique that seems 
primitive now was all that was available then, and the hard rocky Hlucson shores responded slowly to hammer-and-drill, pick- 
and-shovel, wheelbarrow-and-cart methods, and many ol the contractors on the work were financially wiped out. The road 


was. however, built to the highest standards then known — even using 


75 pound iron T-rail, the heaviest obtainable — and sev- 
eral ol the original double-track tunnels are still in service. 

Special problems — political, financial, construction — conlronted the Company on Manhattan Island. The railroad natu- 
rally continued along the shore of the Pludson River from Spuylen Duyvil to 60th Street, the practicable route, and the land 
was bought al prices nol exceeding $1.500 per acre. No thought was given then to the civic problems which would arise from this 
rivertront OCCLEPANey of ils own land when New York's population crowded the whole of Manhattan Island. Nor did the problems 
that would eventually arise lrom the railroad’s occupancy, below 60th Street, of Eleventh and Tenth Avenues and West and 
Canal Streets. disturb either the Directors or the public, lor many ol these streets were pretty much outin the country —Eleventh 
Avenue was an ungraded highway. Their use was necessary to avoid the back-breaking purchase of lour miles of expensive 
privale right-ol way which possibly would have killed the projecl — or certainly would have extended the ten no-dividend 
vears sullered by the stockholders. 

Until 1875. when the connection was made trom Spuyten Duyvil into the New York and Harlem and so into the new 
Grand Central Station, all New York Central passenger and Treight trains from the West used this railroad to the 30th Street 
station: anda heavy local business survived until alter the West Side subway was buill. 

As the City and the Railroad continued to mutually upbuild each other, each began lo experience troubles arising Irom 


this very upbuilding: the increasing railroad operation in the streets became more and more objectionable, while the denser 
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LOOKING SOUTH FROM 82ND STREET, SEPTEMBER, 
1937: INSERT SHOWS SAME VIEW NOVEMBER, 1936. 


population and street trallic made railroad operation increasingly difficult. Riverside Drive had become an exclusive, world- 
lamous residential street. bul NOISy lreight trains, with smoking locomotives and sometimes odorous live Ireight passing along 
the river bank only a tew hundred leet away. were disturbing. For many years the Railroad and City struggled with the com- 
plicated problem ol how to get the railroad out ol the way. olf the streets, out of sight, pay the bill... and still have the 
railroad, the only all-rail lreight route onto Manhattan Island. By 1929, feasible plans had been developed for the entire Im- 
provement and the Railroad and the Cily acsreed lo go ahead with the work. 

The Improvement required the Railroad to give up ils perpelual right to street operation and expend enormous sums to 
remove ils tracks south of OOth Street from the streets and rebuild the railroad on privale right-ol-way ... part ol the way was thru 
deep rock cut. the rest of the way on steel viaduct... and elsewhere to separale cerlain orade crossings, the State and the 
City sharing a parl ol this CXPCHSC: also. to completely abandon steam locomotive operation in New York City which involved 
electrification and the purchase ol nearly one hundred electric and Diesel-electric locomotives. 

The agreement permitted the Cily lo cover most of the railroad from 59th Street to Spuyten Duyvil with an express high 
way and/or an extension ol Riverside Park out to the river. lo hide the tracks from view and smother the sound of railroad 
operation. This City work, somewhat modified, has been carried out under the skillful, energetic direction of Park Commis- 
sioner Noses. cllecting a translormation, with miles of the railroad ellectually concealed, a ereal extension of the Express 
| lighway north from 72nd Street into Westchester ¢ ‘ounly, and Riverside Park extended out to a new sea-wall, and so enlarged, 
landscaped and improved that it is now one of the City's major parks. 

The Railroad has carried out its electrification program, and, stage by slage, the removal ol its tracks from the streets with 
the exception ol the final slage (now in progress) involving lowering the 30th Street Yard and carrying Eleventh Avenue and 
connecting strecls over the Yard. 

Railroad operations are simplilied ancl expedited, traflie conditions from Canal Street to Spuylten Duyvil are immenscly 
improved, another beauty spol has been given the City: and a whole new community of industries, warehouses. commercial 
houses, cle. is growing up along the new line of the Central. attracted by the greal savings made possible by private sidetrack 
service in the plants — a service nol generally available when the railroad was on the streets. This new phenomenon ol modern. 
rail served commercial and industrial buildings promises far-reaching improvement in the commercial. civic and social condi- 
tions ol New York's West Side. 


PF. EL Wirtamson 


Presiwenr. New Yorn Centrart System 
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BEFORE AND AFTER 1637-1937 


The margin of the Hudson River which is opened 
today from 72nd Street to Dyckman Street has played 
a prominent part in the affairs of city, state and nation, 
and has seen many and varied usages. From the middle 
of the 17th century to the time of the Revolution, the 
farms of the early settlers extended down to the edge 
of the river and it was past these homesteads that Gen- 
eral Washington retreated to make his stand at the 
site of the present Fort Washington Park. It was in- 
evitable that in the old days when the river was clean 
and the views unrestricted by haphazard development, 
the edge of the Hudson should become a desirable site 
for fine mansions. One of these, Claremont, still stands 
on the knoll above Grant's Tomb. 

Prior to 1860, and for some time afterward, there was 
little development of the water front north of 72nd 
Street. From the Civil War period on, interested citizens 
and civic groups, realizing the importance of protecting 
at least a portion of the shore from commercial use, 
fought for its improvement. Their aim was the removal 
of the railroad and the termination of the loading of 
refuse from the piers along the shore. Their efforts were 
crowned by the acquisition of land for the Riverside 
Park. The first land was acquired in 1872 and subse- 


quent acquisitions by condemnation were made in [8OF, 
1896, 1901 and 1902. The assembling of the land was 
not without its difficulties; in 1885 the State legislature, 
in spite of public pressure for the development ol the 
entire area out to the river, established the western 
boundary of Riverside Park, from 79th Street to 129th 
Street, along the railroad’s east boundary line and 
authorized the plotting of 12th Avenue on the other side 
of the right-of-way. However, the act of 1885 was re- 
pealed in 1894 and the park boundaries were extended 
to the bulkhead line. In 1899, 1903 and 1931, land was 
acquired for the extension of Riverside Drive, between 
135th and 158th Streets, none of which land extended 
west of the tracks but merely consisted of a narrow rib- 
bon bordering the Drive. 

Fort Washington Park, extending from 158th Street 
to Dyckman Street, was acquired in four separate pro- 
ceedings. The original park was taken in 1894 and ran 
lrom 17st to 183rd Streets. Additional acquisitions, 
north and south of the original park, came in 1919, 1923 
and 1926. 

The first development of note alter the first land was 
acquired was the erection of the Columbia Yacht Club's 


boathouse at the foot of West 85th Street. The building 
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was erected in 1875 amid surroundings ol rough fill and 
debris. Two decades later the bicycle and bridle paths, 
which had been constructed along Riverside Drive and 
which formed the major development ol the area, were 
thronged by the fashionables of the city. In 1897, the 
most imporlanl personages of the nation gathered to 
dedicate Grant's Tomb, and the ceremonies gave a 
powerlul impetus to the previous movements to preserve 
and heautily Riverside Park, which resulted in the 
planting of trees and shrubbery along the Drive in 1900 
and 1901. 

Meanwhile, Fort Washington Park remained unde- 
veloped excepl for rough trails through its fine groves 
ol trees and it was not until 1925 that Riverside Drive 
was extended through it to Dyckman Street. 

To out-ol-town visitors and to most New Yorkers, the 
parks along the Hudson have been typified by the 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Monument, Grant's Tomb, and a 
ride on the bus under the tall elms. Very few people 
ever knew the undeveloped portions west of the tracks 
lor there was nothing to attract them as the land was 
primarily used as a dump. The only public usage ol the 
area was allorded by floating bathhouses secured to piles 
al various locations along the river front and sand lot 
baseball on levelled porlions ol the dumps. 

To make the shore front even more unattractive, 
2,000,000 yards of excavation from the Catskill Aque- 
duct were deposited from 1909 to 1911. The Department 


ol Street Cleaning added further unattractive mounds. 
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Later, the Department of Sanitation used 79th and 96th 
Streets as loading piers for refuse destined for the open 
sea. The Department of Docks stored long timber piles 
in shallow basins along the shore. Coal pockets, freight 
handling yards and shanties of squatters detracted fur- 
ther from the appearance of the river's margin. 

1937 ON: The completion of the West Side Im- 
provement and the Henry Hudson Parkway not only 
provides a major traffic artery and new lawns and ex- 
tensive planting areas to serve as ever-changing fore- 
grounds for the river views, but also a noteworthy 
recreational plant. A study of the map of recreational 
facilities on pages 26 and 27 will show to what extent the 
problem of providing adequate play spaces has been met. 

Completely equipped playgrounds for the younger 
children with toilet facilities, wading pools, sand boxes 
and play apparatus are at 74th Street, 82nd Street, 91st 
Street, 97th Street, 101st Street, 110th Street, 146th 
Street and 162nd Street. 

More than 40 handball courts, in all, will be provided 
at 72nd Street, 111th Street, 137th Street and 161st 
Street. 

Softball diamonds will be available at 73rd Street, 
77th Street and 165th Street, and at several other loca- 
tions above 165th Street after construction of the bulk- 
head. 

Fifteen tennis courts at 17 1st Street will replace the 
twelve courts which were eliminated in the course of 
construction of the parkway. 


_ Continued on page 28 


THE FOUNTAIN 
79THSTREET 
FROM ARCHI- 
TECT’S SKETCH 
1955 TO FINISHED 
PRODUCT 1937. 
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5,000,000) cubic yards of Fl were nec essary before the major 
portion ol the work could be started. 


In order to retain this fill from tide action, a riprap seawall 
was constructed containing 1.250.000 cubic yards of stone. 


101,000,000) pounds of structural steel were used in the con 
struction ol the covering over the railroad tracks. the sub 
structure, the elevated structures over industrial areas and the 
TOth Street Grade Elimination. 


To face and cover the above steel and for other park features 
1,912,000 bags ol cement were used. 


The parkway itself required 262.000) cubic yards of concrete. 
16,800,000 pounds of reinforcing steel were placed in the pave 
ment and in other structures. rd 


. 


1,960,000 pounds of steel and iron castings were utilized in 
vralings, manhole covers, railings, ele. 


The caulking of joints in the major structures, wall copings, 
ete. required 120,000 pounds of lead. 
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FEATURES 


AND FINANCES 


Where solid foundation lor structures was nol available, il was 
necessary lo drive over 296,400 lineal feet of steel and concrete 
piling. 


The entire area is served by 18,000 lineal feet of concrete lined 
walter mains. 


Concrete structures in) prominent locations were covered with 
12,500 cubic yards of stone masonry. 


Vo finish and accent other stone masonry 1,000 cubic yards ol 
granile were used. 


Preparation for the landscaping required 220,000 cubic yards 
of topsoil and humus. 


Access to the waterfront and through the park is provided hy 
110,000 lineal feet ol footpaths. 


13,000 trees have been planted. 


The final landscape touch has been provided by the addition 
of 350,000 shrubs of various kinds. 


152 acres have been added to Riverside Park by [illing operations and track covering, assessed value approximately $23,760,000.00. 


The Parkway from 72nd to Dyckman Streets is 6.7 miles in length. Tt has two 34 foot separated roadways with a concrele wearing 


ad De . . / . ’ . . . ¥ . . rol x . . 
sarlace. The maximum vracde is 1% with a 2.000 foot minimum radius of curvature on the main highway and a 500 foot) minimum 


vertical sieht distance. Six grade separation structures are employed. 


Railroad grade crossing eliminations were elected at 70th and 96th Streets. The present four track system has been covered for a distance 


ol 2'4 miles and the structure is wide enough lor two additional tracks. 


The area is supplied with 3! 
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tomiles of water mains and a complete lire alarm system. 


et ai 


erent Bean, 


The area lost lor general park purposes in the construction of the Parkway was olfset hy the acreage gained through covering the railroad 
tracks. 


As the result of this development. the lollowing park facilities are now available lor public use: 
N20 foot waterlront promenade from Tn to Sord Streets. and also from Olst to ELoth Streets. Malls are placed over the track covering 


rom Nord to O5th Streets and trom 97th to 110th Streets. “The paths and planted areas along Riverside Drive have been completely 
rehabilitated. 


APPROXIMATE DIVISION OF COSTS 


North of 72nd Street to St Clair Place, except [Oth Street Grade Crossing. $1-41,.574,000.00 
TOth Street Grade Crossing Filiminalli@ti.< << 6sacs0e.e so a0 seve oes ee 1.766,000.00 


North of St. Clair Pr let@itcm ec 6 64d Gala eie ss Se REAR BREST PEMA RE HES eel 8,000.000.00 


TCO eh citcies oe athe 4 ba eee awed eee RT £9.4,5.40,000.00 


SOURCES OF FUNDS 


Approximate Amounts 


Irom Inpaic Balance owed by Railroad to City ol New York... ..o.ca25 $5,200,000.00 
Irom Appropriation hy the Cily ok New Work... cnccsereseeenewe cs? 19.600.000.00 
From Federal Aid Grade Crossing VMs acd wpe Kes eh Sua hary MET OS 1 .5:10,000.00 


TOPAL MONEYS AVAILABLE. ...... .c806cxeces eee 49.4.5.10.000.00 


Note: Prior to January Pst, L9o4, approximately $1.200,000.00 was expended north of 72nd Street, mainly for retaining walls from 72nd to ¥ 


oth Streets. 
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NEW RIVERSIDE PARK: FORMAL RECREATION FOR 
THOUSANDS 100TH TO 112TH STREETS. INSERT,” 
SMALL CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND AT 82ND STREET. 


An athletic field for track and field events, complete 
with bleachers, is at 74th Street. 

Baseball and football fields, complete with bleachers, 
will be provided as follows: 2 baseball and 1 football 
field at 103rd Street, 2 baseball and 1 football field at 
107th Street, 2 baseball and 1 football field at 147th 
Street, 2 baseball and 2 football fields at 165th Street. 
and 4 baseball and 2 football fields at 171st Street. 

Roller skating is provided for on special esplanades 
from 83rd to 86th Streets, 87th to 90th Streets, and from 
103rd to 105th Streets, from 106th to 108th Streets, and 
a special skating rink at 162nd Street. 

Bicyclists will be given a path from 100th Street to 
116th Street, along the river. 

Basketball courts will be constructed at 102nd, 111th 
and 148th Streets. 

Eighteen clay surface horseshoe courts will be con- 
structed at 111th Street. 

A special area between 105th and 106th Streets will 
he used for roller skating, basketball, shuffleboard, 
paddle tennis and dancing. 

Boat basins for the docking of pleasure craft are 
located at 79th and 96th Streets. The 79th Street dock 
will offer, for the first time in the City of New York. 


special accommodations to boat owners, in that a modern. 
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up-to-date storage garage will be provided tor their cars 
while boating. This storage garage is located in the base- 


ment of the three level traffic circle at 79th Street. 


The old portion of Riverside Drive, east of the main 
wall, has been improved in part with the conversion of 
the old bridle path into greensward and the addition of 
small children’s sand boxes from 105th to 117th Streets. 


Other facilities for the use of the public seeking 
passive recreation are found in frequent passages under 
the parkway drives so that strollers may easily reach any 
portion of the park. Modern comfort stations are located 
from 74th to 179th Streets, and numerous drinking foun- 
tains are placed along the paths. The esplanades con- 
structed over the railroad tracks, between 83rd to 91st 
Streets and 101st to 109th Streets, are lined with benches 
from which fine views of the river will be obtained, 
while throughout the development a total of 5,500 addi- 
tional benches, accommodating 16,000 people, are pro- 


vided for those seeking rest and relaxation. 


Along with all the new development west of the River- 
side Drive wall, the rehabilitation of the upper level 
bordering the Drive is now taking place. Thousands of 
new trees and shrubs are being planted, the lawn areas 
are being reconditioned, paths are being widened and 


repaired, and hundreds of new benches are being placed. 


THE HENRY HUDSON PARKWAY 


In 1934, the State Legislature created the Henry 
Hudson Parkway Authority, with the Commissioner of 
Parks designated as the sole member. The law provided 
that the Authority could issue bonds to the extent of 
$8,000,000 for the construction of a parkway, which 
would run from the north end of Riverside Drive, 
through Inwood Hill Park, and after crossing the Harlem 
River by the planned Henry Hudson Bridge, would ex- 
tend through the Bronx to the city line, there to make 
a connection with the Saw Mill River Parkway of the 
Westchester County Park System. 

In April, 1935, the Authority issued $3,100,000 in 
bonds to build the bridge and to complete a parkway 
connection from the end of Riverside Drive in Man- 


hattan to West 239th Street in the Bronx, with the co- 
operation of relief forces of the Department of Parks. 


The State Department of Public Works, with State and 
Federal moneys, progressed the parkway from this point 
along Riverdale Avenue to 253rd Street and from there 
down into and through Van Cortlandt Park to the city 
line, where it connected with the Saw Mill River Park- 
way. The bridge plans called for a single deck at first, 
with the foundations built to carry an upper deck if 


made necessary by increased traffic. The resolution pro- 


vided for a further bond issue of $1,400,000 for the com- 
pletion of additional roadway lacilities through Inwood 
Hill Park and the Spuyten Duyvil section of the Park- 
way. 

The volume of traffic over the bridge has been lar 
greater than had been optimistically estimated before its 
opening. More than 5,000,000 cars have passed over il 
in the ten months it has been open, with the result 
that the revenues are roughly 2% times the carrying 
charges. This traffic made it imperative that the upper 
level be provided immediately without waiting for the 
results of a full year s operation. The Authority, there- 
fore, approached the bondholders of the original issue 
of $3,100,000 and received a two-thirds consent to the 
second issue and to an increase from $1,400,000. to 
$2,000,000. 

The new bond issue was consummated in July ol this 
year and contracts were immediately prepared, adver- 
tised and awarded, calling for the erection of the upper 
deck, the construction ol a new parkway drive, through 
Inwood Hill Park leading to the upper level, and the 
widening ol the existing parkway from Kappock Street 
to 230th Street. Facilities for toll collections will also be 


doubled. Continued on pages 30-31 
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THE HIENRY PIUDSON BRIDGE AS IT IS TODAY 


Continued [rom page 29 

The Board of Estimate and Apportionment approved the maps and the proceedings for the acquisition of the additional 
liancl necessary lor the widening ol the parkway through the Spuyten Duyvil seclion. on July oth, 19357. The cost of this 
land as well as construction will be paicl lor entirely hy the Authority. 

With the completion ol the West Side Improvement. the entire length of the artery from 72nd Street to the Westchester 
County line will be designated as the Henry Hudson Parkway. It will provide, through its connection with the Westchester 


County parkway system on one end and the West Side Express Hichway on the other, a trallic artery of the utmost 
ae | ¥ 'S) I ) 4 
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THE HENRY HUDSON BRIDGE IN 1958 WITH DOUBLE DECK 


importance nol only to travellers between Manhattan, The Bronx, and Westchester, and those en route from upper New York 
State and New Eneland, ut will also serve those from New Jersey and the southern sltales who Cross the river hy way ol 
Dd Y Z d 
the George Washington Bridge, the Holland Tunnel, or the new Lincoln ‘Vunnel. The southerly extension of the West 
Side Express Highway ly the Borough President of Manhattan, will provide a connection with the proposed tunnel lead- 
ing lo Governor's Island and Hamilton Avenue, Brooklyn. This will complete the missing link between Manhatlan and 


the great circumferential parkway planned around the shore of Brooklyn. 
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THIS AIR VIEW INDL 
CATES THE PROG. 
RESS OF THE CON- 
STRUCTION OF THE 
NORTHBOUND LANE 
OF THE HENRY HUD- 
SON PARKWAY 
THROUGH INWOOD 
HILL PARK. 
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DYCKMAN STREET THRO 
vy NORTH BOUND LANE OF 


ISHEAM PARK BOAT BASIN AND PLAYEIELD. HENRY TIUDSON BRIDGE IN BACKGROUND. 
FHE BOAT BASIN WILL BE MADE POSSIBLE BY THE STRAIGHTENING OF THE SHIP CANAL. 
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THE COMPLETED TRAFFIC CIRCLE AND GRADE ELIMINATION AT 
79TH STREET: INSERT SHOWS, CENTER, FRAMEWORK FOR ROOF 
OF 200 CAR GARAGE OCCUPYING ENTIRE BASEMENT LEVEL. 
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LUSTRATE THE GREAT CHANGES AND IMPROVEMENTS WHICH 
EN 72N B STREET AND DYCKMAN STREET FROM 1934 TO 1937. 
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DOWNTOWN ACCESS. TO\|EXBRESS HIGHWAY AT 72ND STREET, 1936 A 
WHITE STRUCTURE IN LAWN if CENTER, IS VENTILATOR FOR TRACKS BELG 
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74TH STREET PLAYGROUND AND 
THE 79TH STREET GRADE ELIM_, 
INATION IN 1936 AND TODAY. 
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MAP OF THE HENRY HUDSON PARKWAY IN 


THE BOROUGHS OF MANHATTAN AND 


THE BRONX. 


LEGEND 


mami EXPRESS HIGHWAY 
Gm WEST SIDE IMPROVEMENT 
om” »3HENRY HUDSON PARKWAY 


THIS MAP ILLUSTRATES CLEARLY THE NON- 
STOP ROUTE FROM THE BATTERY TO THE 


WESTCHESTER PARKWAY SYSTEM. 


RECENT PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
SAMUEL H. GOTTSCHO. 
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ATOP A GRANITE SHAFT IN| SPUYTEN DUYVIL HENRY HUDSON LOOKS SOUTH OVER THE RIVER THAT BEARS 
HIS NAME AND ‘THE PARKWAY WHICH ENHANCES ITS SHORE. THIS STATUE IS BEING EXECUTED BY KARL H. 
GRUPPE. N.S. S.. FROM) SKETCHES PREPARED BY THE LATE KARL BITTER. THE STATUE WILL BE ERECTED 
IN DECEMBER, 1957, BY THE HENRY HUDSON PARKWAY AUTHORITY IN HENRY HUDSON MEMORIAL PARK. 
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